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Avoiding Plagiarism
Plagiarism is the act of using the words or ideas of another writer as your own. Many of the college papers that you will write will require the use of outside sources such as books, articles, or websites to support your research. It is essential to always give credit to the author when you use words or ideas from an outside source. Whether intentional or accidental, plagiarism is stealing. Students often face expulsion from courses or from college when they are caught plagiarizing. To avoid plagiarism, give credit to the original author of an outside source and author of any idea that is not originally your own; provide enough information that your reader can find the source you used in your paper.

Consequences of Plagiarism
1st Offense	A grade of zero (without recovery) on the assignment or examination. The student will receive a written notification of the offense and penalty, signed, dated, and filed by the Academic Affairs Office. The notification will advise the student of the consequences of a second offense.
2nd Offense	Failure in the course involved and ineligibility for academic honors upon graduation. The student will receive a written notification of the offense and penalty, signed, and dated, and filed by the Academic Affairs Office. This notification will explain the action taken and advise the student of the consequences of a third offense.
3rd Offense	Failure in the course involved and permanent disciplinary dismissal from Brown Mackie College, with the action recorded in the student’s transcript. The student will receive a written notification of the offense and penalty, signed, dated, and filed by the Academic Affairs Office.
